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IT IS INDEED A DEEPLY FELT PRIVILEGE TO JOIN YOU ALL THIS 

MORNING AS WE GATHER TO CELEBRATE THE LEGACY OF OUR FINE 

WOMEN WRITERS AND IN PARTICULAR TO REMEMBER ROSE SCOTT, 

WHOSE MEMORY AND CONTRIBUTION ARE HONOURED IN THE NAMING 

OF THIS FESTIVAL. 

 

AT THE OUTSET MAY I RECORD MY RESPECT FOR THE TRADITIONAL 

CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND UPON WHICH WE GATHER — THE GADIGAL 

PEOPLE OF THE EORA NATION, THEIR ANCESTORS AND DESCENDANTS, 

— INDEED, FOR ALL AUSTRALIA’S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WHO HAVE 

NURTURED THIS LAND FOR TENS OF THOUSANDS OF YEARS. 
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IN SO MANY ASPECTS OF HER LIFE, IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT ROSE 

SCOTT LED THE WAY.  ONE OF EIGHT CHILDREN, SHE WAS BORN IN 

OCTOBER 1847 AND GREW UP AT GLENDON NEAR SINGLETON WHERE 

FATHER SERVED AS THE POLICE MAGISTRATE, AS WELL AS BEING A 

PASTORALIST.  HER MOTHER, SARAH ANN, BLESSED WITH A 

DEDICATION TO LEARNING AND SCHOLARSHIP, WAS A LINGUIST WHO 

WAS CLEARLY CAPABLE OF INSPIRING AND EDUCATING HER TWO 

DAUGHTERS, ROSE AND HER SISTER AUGUSTA AT HOME, THE 

BROTHERS BEING SENT TO BOARDING SCHOOL. 

 

INDEED, ROSE UNDERTOOK THE CARE AND SUPPORT OF HER MOTHER 

FOLLOWING HER FATHER’S DEATH, AND ALSO THE CARE THE 

FOLLOWING YEAR OF HER YOUNG NEPHEW FOLLOWING AUGUSTA’S 

DEATH. 

 

ROSE SUBSEQUENTLY SETTLED IN VIBRANT PADDINGTON, LIVING NEAR 

TRUMPER PARK THUS HAVING THE STIMULATING CONTACT OF ARTISTIC 

AND INTELLECTUAL GROUPS, WHOM SHE FREQUENTLY ENTERTAINED 

AT HER HOME. 

 

PERHAPS FOREMOST AMONG THE SEVERAL INSPIRATIONAL CAUSES 

SHE SUPPORTED WAS THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN.  SHE BECAME A 

VALUABLE STRENGTH AS A FOUNDATION MEMBER IN 1889 OF THE 

WOMEN’S LITERARY SOCIETY, FROM WHICH TWO YEARS LATER, THE 

WOMANHOOD SUFFRAGE LEAGUE WAS FORMED. 

 

THE STRENGTH AND INTEGRITY OF HER LEADERSHIP, DESPITE SOME 

DIFFERENCES WITHIN THE LEAGUE OVER POLICIES, ENSURED THE 

CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF THAT ORGANISATION. 
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OTHER SOCIAL REFORMS FOLLOWED, AND ALSO THE FOUNDATION OF 

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN IN NEW SOUTH WALES IN 1896 IN 

WHICH SHE SUBSEQUENTLY SERVED AS INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY. 

 

ROSE ALSO SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE WOMEN’S COMMITTEE OF 

THE PRISONERS AID ASSOCIATION, AND ADVOCATED FOR THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SEPARATE PRISON FOR WOMEN. 

 

SHE EVEN GAVE TIME TO ORGANISE (WITH MALE SUPPORT), THE 

TAILORESSES’ UNION OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

 

AND PERHAPS MOST ENDURING OF ALL, FOLLOWING THE GRANTING 

AFTER FEDERATION RIGHT ACROSS OUR COMMONWEALTH IN 1902, OF 

THE RIGHT OF ALL WOMEN TO VOTE, SHE BECAME THE FIRST 

PRESIDENT OF THE WOMEN’S POLITICAL EDUCATIONAL LEAGUE.  THE 

LEAGUE’S WISE AND LASTING CONTRIBUTION WAS TO ORGANISE THE 

EDUCATION OF WOMEN IN THE VALUE AND THE USE OF THE VOTE.  THIS 

ALSO MEANT URGING THEM TO ENSURE THAT THEIR NAMES WERE ON 

THE ELECTORAL ROLL. 

 

INDEED, IN REGARDING ROSE’S LEADERSHIP OF WISDOM AND 

INTEGRITY, IT SEEMS THAT THERE IS NO LIMIT TO THE RICHNESS OF 

HER IMMENSE LEGACY. 

 

SHE WAS INVOLVED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WOMEN’S 

COLLEGE WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY (FOR WHICH, AS A 

FORMER STUDENT, I SHALL BE FOREVER GRATEFUL).  AND AS A 

PACIFIST, SHE ACTIVELY OPPOSED AUSTRALIA’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

BOER WAR.  SHE WAS ALSO A SUPPORTER OF INTERNATIONAL 

ARBITRATION, AND TOOK ON THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF PRESIDENT OF 

THE SYDNEY BRANCH OF THE PEACE SOCIETY.  IT IS NOTEWORTHY 

THAT ROSE SCOTT ATTRIBUTED HER EARLY INTEREST IN FEMINISM 

AFTER BECOMING FAMILIAR WITH WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S GREAT 

PLAY “THE TAMING OF THE SHREW”. 
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THERE IS A FINE PORTRAIT OF THIS INSPIRATIONAL WOMAN, PAINTED 

BY THE ARTIST JOHN LONGSTAFF.  IT IS HELD IN THE ART GALLERY OF 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

 

ONE CANNOT POSSIBLY OVERESTIMATE THE LEGACY OF ROSE SCOTT 

TO AUSTRALIAN WOMEN, INDEED TO THE WHOLE ENLIGHTENED 

POPULATION OF AUSTRALIA, WORKING THROUGHOUT HER LIFE FOR 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS, AND FOR OPPORTUNITIES, WHICH WOULD REALISE 

THEIR POTENTIAL.  A WOMAN OF EXTRAORDINARY COURAGE AND 

VISION. 

 

ROSE DIED AT HOME ON 20 APRIL 1925, AT THE AGE OF 67 YEARS, BUT 

HER GREAT LEGACY LIVES IN SO MANY WAYS ACROSS OUR NATION 

TODAY. 

 

TODAY, THIS LEGACY RESONATES SO ELOQUENTLY IN HER OWN 

WORDS OF ADVICE TO AUSTRALIAN WOMEN, INDEED TO WOMEN 

EVERYWHERE – 

“AVOID DISTINCTIONS OF CLASS AND CREED, PARTY POLITICS, AND 

SQUABBLES WITH MEN. 

 

“SUCH THINGS LIMIT ONE’S OUTLOOK AND DIM ONE’S VISION.  LEARN 

TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE GOOD AND THE EVIL IN EVERY REFORM, 

AND REMEMBER WOMAN’S CAUSES IS MAN’S. 

 

“NEVER DESCEND TO PERSONAL ABUSE.  BE SURE OF YOUR FACTS, 

AND REMEMBER THAT EVERY CAUSE DEMANDS PATIENCE AND SELF 

SACRIFICE. 

 

“AND ABOVE ALL, BE LOYAL TO YOUR SEX.” 

 

ENDURING WISDOM, WHICH WE COULD WISELY HAND ON TO OUR 

YOUNG AUSTRALIAN’S TODAY. 

 

I THANK YOU ALL. 


